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Notes

This exciting and unigue setting of the traditional ADESTE FIDELIS ("0 Come, All Ye Faithful™) can
work effectively with contemporary ensembles, children's chos, or SATB choirs. The 6/8 time
signature creates a vibrant and driving rhythmic quality, while the duple nature of the melody allows
for the congregation to comfortably sing the tunc. The optional C instrument provides a dynamic
counterpart to the melody. If a guitar is used, the keyboard accompaniment can be simplified by
eliminating notes or even transposing some of the right hand wp an octave.

In a mixed choir, the harmony starting at measuare 32 is very effective in the tenor if basses and treble
voices are singing the melody. If an SATB choir is singing, adding the sopranos to the harmony at
measure 87 sonically lifts the piece as it approaches the end. The instrumental break (measures 52-66)
works especially well with C imstrument part, snd iz particul oseful when incense s used
during the Gathering Rite, as it adds more time to the piece.

— James Wahl

It is commonly accepted today that John F,
and set it to his une of the same name itional stanzas were written by other aothors
within a few decades of his death. B 1711 and raised Roman Catholic, he fled to
France to escape the discriminatory tre of Catholics in eighteenth-century England. He taught
music at an English collepe and i t mhtsic for the use of wealthy families in their private
chapels. Wade died in 1786 in .

2 About the Arranger

James Wahl, most recognized as a composer and performer of children’s music, is published by
World Li Publications. a division of GLA Publications, Inc. He has been involved with liturgical
music since his teenage years in Southerm California, and has served at parishes im California and
Arizona, including Sts. Simon and Jude Cathedral. Since 2010 he has served as the Director of Liturgy
and Music at St. I%uci.l of Assisi in Raleigh, North Carolina.

original Latin text for “Adeste fideles™

James has a BA in music from Cal State Fullerton and an MA in liturgical music composition from St
John's University in Collegeville, Minnesota. He is cummently pursuing a doctorate in and
ministry from University of Durham mm England. The focus of this doctoral work 15 the
development. implementation, and effectiveness of the Directory for Masses with Children.



O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

Adeste fideles ADESTE FIDELES
John F. Wade, ca. 1711-1786 John F. Wade, ca. 1711-1786
Tr. Frederick Oakeley, 18021880, alt. Arr. James Wahl
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A part for fliare is available, G-10G9SINST_ A guirar edivion with capo chords and vocal harssony L
available, G-10693G.
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